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A Case of Knives 
 
“Fits of depression come over most of us; the strong are not always vigorous, the joyous are not always 
happy.”   
 
So said Charles Spurgeon, the world famous 19th century British preacher, who himself suffered agonizing 
bouts of depression.  One of the worst was when he was only 22 years old.  His congregation had outgrown 
its building so he decided to rent a famous music hall for Sunday night services.  The hall was commonly 
used for circuses, carnivals and secular concerts and in the mid-1850’s the idea of holding church in such a 
profane setting was unheard of.   
 
On Sunday morning, October 19, 1856 Spurgeon predicted that the first service in the music hall would 
likely produce a thunderstorm of controversy.  He was more right than he knew.  That evening 12,000 people 
crowded into the hall and another 10,000 jammed the surrounding gardens.  As Spurgeon stood to pray to 
begin the service someone yelled, “Fire!  Fire!  The galleries are giving way!”  The resulting stampede killed 
seven and hospitalized twenty-eight more.  There was no fire and the young preacher was so in shock he had 
to be carried to a friend’s house where for weeks he wept away the days and was tormented at night by 
terrifying dreams.  He later said, “My thoughts were all a case of knives, cutting my heart to pieces.” 
 
At last, through meditating on God’s words in the Bible he recovered and was overnight vaulted to fame as a 
preacher all wanted to hear. 
 
Many of you have felt the cuts of the “case of knives” of which Spurgeon spoke.  Life brings with it pains of 
many sorts and it is only by God’s grace we are not undone by them.  If you are in a place of depression or 
grief or loneliness, cling to God, meditate on His promises, pray and hang around other Christians.  If you 
know of someone who is struggling, consider it your assignment from God to be a comforter and an 
encourager.  Call, visit, send notes, keep in touch and resist the urge to ‘fix them.’  The ministry of presence 
is the most effective ministry – and we all can do that. 
 
 
Many of you undoubtedly have heard by now that Ryan and Julie (Sagner) Libby lost one of the twins 
Julie carried to near full term.  Our hearts are broken for them and the Libby and Sagner families.  Keep 
them in your prayers. 
 
We also wish to extend our sympathies to Helen Henderson and her sister Ruth and brother Earl on the 
death of their mom on the seventeenth.  Ruth Dyer was a believer and is now enjoying heaven’s joys. 
 
Ben Bartlett continues to recover from his war-wounds at home and will soon have a prosthetic eye.  We 
thank God for his steady recovery from life-threatening injuries. 
 
A Church Supper (Pot-luck) will be held at the church on Saturday, November 3rd at 5:30.  Plan to join us 
and then stay around to play some board games.  Bring some food and a game and plan to laugh a lot with 
church friends.  Why not invite a non-churchgoing friend? 
 
Debbie and I are enjoying our new home in Milford (but not the ride there).  We have gone through our first 
cycle of bills, received our first oil shipment, etc. but are still thrilled to have our own place.  We have not 
forgotten the open house promise we made – but it looks like it will be our traditional Christmas Open House 
before we get things ready.  Go Red Sox! 
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The Stewardship Challenge 
 
 During our six week sermon series entitled 
Breakaway we have been discussing how we can renovate 
our thinking about important topics such as God, people 
and finances.  

As we concluded the sermon about money and 
finances on Sunday, October 21st I challenged everyone to 
do two things.  The first thing was to pray and ask “God how 
would you like me to use your money this week?” The 
second thing I asked everyone to was to keep track of every 
dollar you spent during the week.  Here are my results for 
the week of October 14th.  I am happy to report that I spent 
less than my weekly income and I was able to put $17.44 
into my savings account.   
 
 Offering -        $50.00 
 Retirement -       $58.92 
 State and Federal Tax -   $120.00 
 Food -         $42.20 
 Eating out -            $8.39 

Housing -    $397.69 
 Gas -        $43.00 
 Total:    $719.10 
 

One of the things that keeps coming to mind as I 
pray about my finances is that someday I would like to start 
a non-profit foundation.  The foundation would help young 
people train to become full time Christian workers.  I have 
been told that I need $25,000 to start such a foundation.  
Terry Henry has already suggested a name for the 
foundation.  He wants me to call it “The Ben-A-Factor” He 
has such wit! 

Ethel Jenkins continues to make beautiful prayer 
shawls. If you or someone you know would be comforted by 
having a prayer shawl please let me know.  Many have 
already found comfort by having a prayer shawl.   

Shirley Chinn, who does the scheduling for World 
Venture missionaries, recently made a great suggestion that 
we move our missions weekend from the fall to the spring.  
She passed on the fact that most churches have their 
missions weekend in the fall and very few have them in the 
spring.  She indicated that more missionaries will be 
available to visit UBC in the spring.  Our Missions 
Weekend is now scheduled for May 3 and 4, 2008.  Thanks 
Shirley for this practical suggestion! 

 
 
    

 
����A reminder from the church secretary 

���� 
Annual report time will be here before we all know it! It 
would be greatly appreciated if the reports from all boards, 
committees and ministries please be turned on or before 
December 16th.  
Thank you - Vickie  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
  2 Kristina McPhail 
  5 Amy Stevens 
  8 Kaira Fox 

Ray Humphrey 
10 Don Fuller  

 11 Steve Perry 
 16 Nicole Flanders 
 18 Joe Cousins  

�  LifeLines, UMO 
 21 Peter Huff 
 22 Pam Robertson 

Kierstin Knopf 
 27 Galen Lander 

Ben Gallant 
Kathy Comstock 

 28 Julie (Sagner) Libby 
 Connie Bartlett 
 30 Ellen Huff 
 
 
 



 
A Note from the Youth Pastor 
 
I would like to encourage everyone to bring their neighbors and friends to a night of ministry 
and music with New Mercy Morning.  As you may remember, this is the group that 
ministered to us last year at the block party.  They have written new music and are excited to 
share that new music with our church family.  The concert is November 10, and the doors 
will open at 6:30 and the concert will start at 7:00.  This will give people time to get to know 
the band. 
 
The first week in November, Jennifer and I will be attending another Youth Specialties 
training conference.  This year the conference will be in Saint Louis, Missouri.  These 
conferences are a great opportunity to sharpen our skills and make better use of our ministry. 
 
In Christ, 
ShawnShawnShawnShawn    
 
 

� WOMEN’S BREAKFAST � 
Join us for breakfast Saturday, November 10th at 8:00 a.m. in the church Fellowship 
Hall. Guest speaker will be Roberta Johnson. She will be speaking about her 
Missions trip to Africa this past summer. 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

CLOTHES 4 KIDS FALL/WINTER FAIR 
 

NOVEMBER 1Oth 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Church Lobby 
 

�Have your kids out grown their clothes?  
 

�Could your kids use clothes for fall & winter? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Come to UBC’s Clothes for Kids Swap on 
Saturday, November 10th � 10:00 to 2:00. 
 
You may drop off clothing your kids have 
outgrown at the church. There will be collection 
boxes in the lobby. Please drop clothing off on or 
before Wednesday, November 7th. 
 
We ask that clothing please be clean and in good 
condition; no holes, no missing buttons, stains 
or tears. No adult clothing please. 
 
If you are not a parent and you would like to 
make a clothing donation it would be 
appreciated. 
 
For questions you may contact, Charlene Burns 
827-2685 or Heidi Gallant 990-0725.


